OF   THE   EAST   INDIES

About fifty Yards from Fort William^ stands the Church built by the
pious Charity of Merchants residing there, and the Christian Benevolence
of Sea-faring Men, whose Affairs call them to trade there; but Ministers
of the Gospel being subject to Mortality, very often young Merchants are
obliged to officiate, and have a Salary of 50 L. per Annum added to what
the Company allows them, for their Pains in reading Prayers and Sermons
on Sundays.

The Governor's House, in the Fort, is the best and most regular Piece
of Architecture that I ever saw in India. And there are many convenient
Lodgings for Factors and Writers, within the Fort, and some Store-houses
for the Company's Goods, and the Magazines for their Ammunition.

The Company has a pretty good Hospital at Calcutta., where many go
in to undergo the Penance of Physick, but few come out to give Account
of its Operation. The Company has also a pretty good Garden, that
furnishes the Governor's Table with Heibage and Fruits; and some
Fish-ponds to serve his Kitchm with good Carp, Calkops and Mullet.

Most of the Inhabitants of Calcutta that make any tolerable Figure,
have the same Advantages; and all Sorts of Provisions, both wild and
tarne, being plentiful, good and cheap, as well as Clothing, make the
Country very agreeable, notwithstanding the above mentioned Incon-
veniencies that attend it.

On the other Side of the River are Docks made for repairing and fitting
their Ships Bottoms, and a pretty good Garden belonging to the Armenians,
that had been a better Place to have built their Fort and Town in, for
many Reasons. One is, that, where it now stands, the After-noon's Sun
is full in the Fronts of the Houses, and shines hot on the Streets, that are
both above and below the Fort, the Sun would have sent its hot Rays
on the Back of the Houses, and the Fronts had been a good Shade for the
Streets.

Most Gentlemen and Ladies in Bengallive both splendidly and pleasantly,
the Fore-noons being dedicated to Business, and after Dinner to Rest, and
in the Evening to recreate themselves in Chaises or Palankms in the Fields,
or to Gardens, or by Water in their Budgeroes, which is a convenient Boat,
that goes swiftly with the Force of Oars; and, on the River, sometimes
there is the Diversion of Fishing or Fowling, or both; and, before Night,
they make friendly Visits to one another, when Pride or Contention do
not spoil Society, which too often they do among the Ladies, as Discord and
Faction do among the Men. And altho' the conscript Fathers of the Colony
disagree in many Points among themselves, yet they all agree in oppressing
Strangers, who are consigned to them, not suffering them to buy or